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41 guidelines completed by May 2017
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DONTMOW. let it

grow

Verge and Open Space Grassland Survey

Management Guidelines

Site Name: Reference Number:

Bishop's Road Verge- V27

Grid References: Survey details:

Road co-ordinates: C744 354 Total verge length: 20km (includes both sides of road)
(M) to C702 270 (5) Survey area: 5 x quadrats

Quadrat 1 - C70644 28755 Date first surveyed: 25.06.2016

Quadrat 2 - C70627 28865
Quadrat 3 - C70741 29825
Quadrat 4 - C71569 34117
Quadrat 5 - 73619 35216

Site description:

The Bishop's Road is a well-known scenic route which stretches for over 12 kilometres
between the Windyhill Road (B201) in the south to the Mussenden Road [(A2) in the north.
The project includes the verges along most of the road, excluding a kilometre or so at either
end. Both sides of the road are included, bringing approximately 20 kilometres of roadside
verge into the project.

The road traverses an extensive area of heath, bog and commercial forestry and so the
roadside verges are generally characterised by heathland vegetation. Many sections are
species-rich with heath and common spotted orchids, lady's bedstraw, heath bedstraw and
eyebright all common along the werges. |n wetter areas at lower altitude sedoes, wild
angelica and meadowsweet are typical. At the summit near Gortmere there are also species
more typical of dry heath including bell heather and wild thyme. Some of the verges are
very narrow but there are many wider sections where management has been restricted to a
one metre strip. Behind the managed strip the vegetation is rank with coarse grasses, soft
rush, bramble, great willowherb and tall heather often dominant. The value of the verges
would be enhanced significantly if a wider strip was managed appropriately.




Management Options:

+« Mow once a year in late August f September. If an earlier or second cut is reguired
for road safety reasons this should be done in February or early March before the
flowering season.

* Mow a wider strip where verges are >1m wide. Where possible mow a wider strip
than the standard 1m, at least every other year if this is not possible annually.

+ Remove cuttings. Removal of cuttings may be impractical here due to the length of
the road, but some local initiatives may be possible along key stretches (e.g. around
the guadrat points).

* Survey in late Jlune or July. More guadrats should be established so that there is up
to one guadrat per kilometre of verge.

* Provide interpretation at key points. Access to the verge is good at some points,
especiallyat gquadrats 3 and 4 where there is adequate car parking and verges can be
viewed safely. These spots are ideal for interpretation about the project and verge
management.

* Review management options every 3 years
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Monitoring Year 2

20 sites monitored by Allen and Mellon
14 roads
6 Council areas

Remainder monitored by volunteers or
Rachel
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Mullan Road (V19)
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Dunseverick Harbour Road V36




Dunseverick Harbour Road V36
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Rasharkin cemetery 2016
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Riverside Park, Coleraine
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Riverside Park, Coleraine
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Boyd’s Road (V19b)

Q)

ATty
& b lrewree



Point Road, Magilligan
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Point Road, Magilligan




New Sites

« Sheskburn House Ballycastle
 Millennium Park, Bushmills
 To be visited in 2018
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Training

Training summaries drafted for target
audiences & Tool-kit

Two key Audiences in 2017
Operatives
Volunteers - Shadowing
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Training - Operatives

 April 5t — Coleraine — refresher for Council
& TNI

« Hand-outs including id leaflet

* Hard to judge the impact — very little
feedback
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Training - Shadowing

Proved difficult to organise
Riverside Park with 3 volunteers
~eedback very positive

n reality it was a matter of giving support and
reaffirmation

Id skills good

Use of DAFOR the main issue
Need to up the shadowing in 2018
Consider one-to-one
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